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popular name and had nurtured Lcr tradition as a religious
faith, it might have been supposed that Lothair, left to
himself, might have recurred to the earlier sentimente of
his youth. But he was not left to himself. He was left
with her injunctions, and the spirit of the oracle, though the
divinity was no longer visible, pervaded his mind and life.

Lothair was to accompany the General as one of his
aides-de-camp, and he was to meet Theodora again on
what was contemplated as the field of memorable actions.
Theodora had wisely calculated on the influence, beneficial
in her view, which the character of a man like the General
would exercise over Lothair. This consummate military
leader, though he had pursued a daring career and was a
man of strong convictions, was distinguished by an almost
unerring judgment and a mastery of method rarely sur-
passed. Though he was without imagination or sentiment,
there were occasions on which he had shown he was not
deficient in a becoming sympathy, and he had a rapid and
correct perception of character. He was a thoroughly
honest man, and in the course of a life of great trial and
vicissitude even envenomed foes had never impeached his
pure integrity. For the rest, he was unselfish, but severe
in discipline, inflexible and even ruthless in the fulfilment
of his purpose. A certain simplicity of speech and conduct,
and a disinterestedness which even in little things was
constantly exhibiting itself, gave to his character even
charm, and rendered personal intercourse with him highly
agreeable.

In the countless arrangements which had to be made,
Lothair was never wearied in recognising and admiring the
prescience and precision of his chief; and when the day
had died, and for a moment they had ceased from their
labours, or were travelling together, often through the
jaight, Lothair found in the conversation of his companion,
artless and unrestrained, a wonderful fund of knowledge